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This award is for Year 12 
students enrolled in NSW 
public schools. Students are 
nominated on the basis of 
achievement throughout 
their high school years but 
with particular recognition 
of excellence in Year 11 and 
12. 

 

Nominations are on the basis 
of excellence in academic, 
sporting and cultural 
achievements as well as in 
leadership and contribution 
to the school community. 

The Minister presents up to 
40 Awards to Year 12 
students from public school 
across the State. 

The awards acknowledge 
exemplary achievements in 
fields such as leadership, 
public speaking, academic 
excellence, community 
involvement, sport and the 
arts. 

Ms Nelson 

Year 12 Coordinator 

BEVERLY HILLS GIRLS HIGH SCHOOL 

http://www.beverlyhg-h.schools.nsw.edu.au
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On the political scene, the 
election of a new President in 
America has brought hope to  
many as they see proposed 
changes for the better so close 
to reality.  

In Australia it would seem that 
our politicians are not 
necessarily as quick to learn 
from the mistakes of others. 

We hear a lot of  talk about 
education reform and the need 
for Australia to develop a 
method of comparing school 
performances. Educators in 
England are already warning us 
that such a system (which they 
have had in place) destroys any 
chance of  meaningfu l 
development and reform 
which enhances student 
learning and success. 

Improvement in educational 
outcomes for students comes 
from a system which places 
emphasis on teacher learning 
and development and which 
structures to ensure that 
schools can deliver quality 
programs. 

A recent study entitled Systemic 
Implications of Pedagogy and 
Achievement in NSW public 
schools (SIPA) has examined the 
effectiveness of teaching and 
assessment practices that align 
with the NSW Quality 
Teaching model (QT). 

Beverly Hills Girls High School 
participated in the SIPA study 
over  four  years  and 
contributed to the valuable 
findings relating to quality 
teacher practice. 

The study included 3,500 
teacher surveys and around 
500 interviews. 

One key significant finding was 
that, 

Professional learning 
focused on pedagogy 
works. 

The SIPA study linked 
professional learning that 
explicitly focuses on teaching, 
assessment and curriculum 
development to improved 
pedagogy (educa t iona l 
practice). Additionally, there 
is strong evidence that the 
quality of teaching is related to 
the degree to which teachers 
believe they are responsible for 
and can make a difference to 
student learning. 

Such research  supports what 
British educators are now 
saying. The British system has 
endured years of testing, 
ranking and comparisons 
which have resulted in little to 
no ôgainõ in student 
a c h i e v e m e n t  l e v e l s , 
particularly when compared to 

Scandinavian countries. In 
Finland and Sweden, levels of 
literacy are extremely high 
when compared to British and 
other countriesõ results. 

Finland emphasises and  funds 
teacher learning and expertise 
and concentrates its energies 
on ensuring quality delivery. 
Such a model is one to be 
imitated by Austral ia, 
particularly in light of SIPA 
research. 

At Beverly Hills Girls High 
School we continue to put into 
practice the findings of the 
SIPA study through our 
teacher teams learning model 
and a culture which emphasises 
learning and individual 
achievement. 

We need to  look to achieving 
countries for models of best 
practice rather than trying to 
use tests and school/student 
comparisons as our only guide 
to successful schools. 

B. Bober 

Principal 
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